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there are two muftis, the fammi must apply to the more
learned of the two, although some say that he may apply to
either. When a person asks for a fatwa from two muftis
he follows the one whose opinion appeals to his intuition as
the more correct, although according to the Path * he may
also follow the one whose opinion does not so appeal to
his intuition. For, he says, the intuition (mayl) of the
ignorant is of no account. When an cammi has followed
the opinion of a muftahid on a point, by unanimous opinion,
he may not any longer follow the opinion of another
muftahid on the same point, though he may do so in a new
case.

There has been discussion as to whether an 'ammi should
follow a definite school2 in all particulars, some saying yes,
others saying no. The argument of the latter is that the
Companions of the Prophet did not blame people for fol-
lowing opinions other than their own. The first side argues
that after the establishment of the four schools, affiliation
with one of them is necessary.

May one in certain particulars depart from the doctrines
of the school to which he has pledged allegiance? 3 Some
say he may, others say he may not, and still others say
he may not if he has already acted according to his own
school. Finally, others say, if the case has already occurred,
he may not change, otherwise, he may. This last view has
been followed by Imam-al-haramayn. According to al-

1 Vol. vi, p. 360.
* Shawkani, p. 253.

s In the Taqrir (vol. iii, p. 351) it is said that the opinion of later
generations is that the 'dmmi 'cannot properly claim affiliation with a
school and say, " I am a Hanifite or a Shafiite," because following a
certain school implies - a minimum of discriminating intelligence and
acquaintance with the literature of that school, and the illiterate does
not possess even that knowledge.